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CAJOLE Verb To persuade 
someone to do 
something by 
flattery or coaxing 

               
          

         
      

         

He managed to cajole 
her into agreeing to 
the trip. 

coax, persuade, 
entice 

bully, force, repel 

calamity Noun An event causing 
great and sudden 
damage or distress 

            The earthquake was a 
great calamity for the 
entire nation. 

disaster, 
catastrophe, 
misfortune 

blessing, boon, 
advantage 

CANDID Adjective Truthful and 
straightforward; 
frank 

        
      
           

         , 

      

She gave a candid 
response during the 
interview. 

honest, 
straightforward, 
frank 

deceitful, 
dishonest, 
secretive 

candour Noun The quality of being 
open and honest in 
expression 

                His candour made 
him popular among 
his peers. 

openness, 
honesty, sincerity 

deceit, 
dishonesty, guile 

cannibal Noun A person who eats 
the flesh of other 
humans 

             
(   వ       
       ) 

ಮನ         
 ನ    ನ  

The tribe was feared 
for its history of 
cannibal practices. 

savage, man-
eater 

vegetarian 

CANNY Adjective Shrewd and careful, 
especially in 
business or financial 
matters 

        
వ వ        

        He is canny with his 
investments, making 
smart decisions. 

shrewd, astute, 
sharp 

foolish, unwise, 
reckless 

CANTANKEROUS Adjective Bad-tempered, 
argumentative, and 
uncooperative 

       , 
   వ          

     ,        
      

The cantankerous old 
man argued with 
everyone he met. 

bad-tempered, 
irritable, grumpy 

agreeable, 
pleasant, 
easygoing 

CAPITULATE Verb To cease to resist an 
opponent or 
unwelcome 
demand; to 
surrender 

     వ        
  వ     

            
 ಮ     

After days of fighting, 
the army finally 
capitulated. 

surrender, yield, 
submit 

resist, defy, 
oppose 
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CAPRICIOUS Adjective Given to sudden 
changes in mood or 
behavior 

            
           

     ಮನ    Her capricious nature 
makes it hard to 
predict her mood. 

unpredictable, 
changeable, 
whimsical 

consistent, stable, 
predictable 

captive Noun A person or animal 
that is confined or 
held under control 

        వ          
    వ  

   ನ       ನ  The explorer was held 
captive by the hostile 
tribe. 

prisoner, 
detainee, hostage 

free, released, 
liberated 

CARICATURE Noun A picture or 
description that 
exaggerates certain 
characteristics 

 వ      

       

         The artist created a 
caricature of the 
politician. 

parody, satire, 
mockery 

realism, sincerity 

carnage Noun The killing of a large 
number of people 

               

               

          The battlefield was 
filled with scenes of 
carnage. 

slaughter, 
massacre, 
bloodshed 

peace, harmony 

carnival Noun A period of public 
revelry, typically 
involving 
processions and 
music 

   వ       
        

          The entire town 
gathered for the 
annual carnival. 

festival, fair, 
celebration 

mourning, 
solemnity 

castigate Verb To criticize someone 
severely 

 వ     
          

                The teacher 
castigated him for his 
poor behavior. 

criticize, 
reprimand, scold 

praise, commend, 
approve 

CATASTROPHE Noun An event causing 
great and often 
sudden damage or 
suffering 

               ಘ  The flood was a 
catastrophe for the 
small village. 

disaster, calamity, 
misfortune 

blessing, success, 
miracle 

CEASE Verb To bring or come to 
an end 

           The noise did not 
cease until late at 
night. 

stop, halt, end continue, 
proceed, persist 

CENSURE Verb To express severe 
disapproval of 
someone or 
something 

 వ             
          

        The official was 
censured for his 
inappropriate actions. 

condemn, 
criticize, reproach 

praise, applaud, 
approve 
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cessation Noun The fact or process 
of ending or being 
brought to an end 

     వ          The cessation of rain 
marked the end of 
the storm. 

halt, stoppage, 
discontinuation 

continuation, 
resumption 

CEREMONIAL Adjective Relating to or used 
for formal events of 
a religious or public 
nature 

                   ನ     
        

The king wore his 
ceremonial robe for 
the event. 

ritual, formal, 
solemn 

informal, casual 

chaos Noun Complete disorder 
and confusion 

   వ            The sudden 
announcement led to 
complete chaos. 

disorder, 
confusion, 
mayhem 

order, harmony, 
peace 

CHARISMA Noun A special magnetic 
charm or appeal 

                         Her charisma won 
over the entire 
audience. 

charm, appeal, 
magnetism 

dullness, 
unattractiveness 

charlatan Noun A person falsely 
claiming to have 
special knowledge 
or skill 

                The charlatan tricked 
many people with his 
fake medicine. 

fraud, imposter, 
trickster 

expert, 
professional, 
authority 

chaste Adjective Pure, abstaining 
from extramarital 
relations 

              She led a chaste life 
devoted to 
spirituality. 

pure, virtuous, 
modest 

impure, immoral 

CHASTISE Verb To punish or 
criticize someone 
harshly 

 వ                   He was chastised for 
his careless mistakes. 

punish, 
reprimand, scold 

praise, commend 

cherish Verb To protect and care 
for someone 
lovingly 

       
        వ   

          They cherish the 
memories of their 
childhood home. 

treasure, adore, 
value 

neglect, disdain 

chide Verb To scold or rebuke                          She chided him for 
arriving late to the 
event. 

scold, rebuke, 
reprimand 

praise, applaud 

chronic Adjective Long-lasting and 
difficult to eradicate 

            ಘ      He suffers from 
chronic back pain. 

persistent, long-
term, constant 

acute, brief 

circumvent Verb To find a way 
around an obstacle 

            ಮ         They found a way to 
circumvent the 

avoid, bypass, 
evade 

confront, face 
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           security system. 

CIRCUITOUS Adjective Longer than the 
most direct way 

                      The path to the 
village was circuitous 
and long. 

roundabout, 
indirect, winding 

direct, straight 

CITADEL Noun A fortress 
protecting a city 

           The citadel was a safe 
haven for the 
townspeople. 

fortress, 
stronghold, 
bastion 

weakness 

cite Verb To quote as 
evidence for an 
argument or 
statement 

                   He cited several 
sources in his 
research paper. 

mention, refer, 
quote 

ignore, overlook 

clamant Adjective Demanding 
attention; urgent 

                  The clamant cries for 
help were heard from 
afar. 

insistent, 
demanding, 
urgent 

quiet, silent 

clamour Noun A loud and confused 
noise 

                     The clamour from the 
crowd grew louder. 

uproar, noise, 
protest 

silence, calm 

CLANDESTINE Adjective Kept secret or done 
secretly 

                They held clandestine 
meetings to plan their 
actions. 

secret, covert, 
hidden 

open, public 

celestial Adjective Relating to the sky 
or outer space 

                         They gazed at the 
celestial bodies in the 
night sky. 

heavenly, astral, 
divine 

earthly, mundane 

cleft Noun A split or opening         A cleft separated the 
two cliffs. 

split, crack, gap joined, connected 

clement Adjective Mild or merciful                  The weather was 
clement and suitable 
for a picnic. 

mild, merciful, 
gentle 

harsh, severe 

clumsy Adjective Awkward in 
movement or in 
handling things 

                His clumsy 
movements caused 
him to spill the drink. 

awkward, 
ungainly, 
graceless 

graceful, skillful 

coalition Noun An alliance for 
combined action 

             A coalition of groups 
worked together for 

alliance, union, 
partnership 

division, disunion 
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reform. 

COARSE Adjective Rough or crude in 
texture or manner 

              The coarse fabric was 
rough against her 
skin. 

rough, crude, 
harsh 

smooth, refined 

CODDLE Verb To treat someone 
with excessive 
indulgence or care 

           
      

             She tends to coddle 
her youngest child. 

pamper, spoil, 
indulge 

neglect, ignore 

cogent Adjective Clear, logical, and 
convincing 

                   He made a cogent 
argument for the 
policy. 

convincing, 
persuasive, 
compelling 

weak, 
unconvincing 

cogitate Verb To think deeply 
about something 

                
      

She sat back to 
cogitate on the 
decision. 

think, ponder, 
consider 

ignore, disregard 

cognizance Noun Knowledge, 
awareness, or 
notice 

   వ    ನ He took cognizance of 
the warnings given. 

awareness, 
knowledge, 
recognition 

ignorance, 
unawareness 

coherent Adjective Logical and 
consistent 

                 The report was 
coherent and well-
organized. 

logical, 
consistent, clear 

illogical, 
inconsistent 

COLLATE Verb To collect and 
combine 
information 

                  The librarian will 
collate all the reports. 

assemble, collect, 
organize 

scatter, separate 

collateral Noun Something pledged 
as security for 
repayment of a loan 

           
           

      They provided 
collateral for the loan. 

security, 
guarantee, pledge 

primary 

COLOSSAL Adjective Extremely large or 
great 

                   The statue was a 
colossal structure 
towering above. 

huge, immense, 
massive 

tiny, small 

combat Verb To take action to 
reduce or prevent 
something 
undesirable 

   వ          They are trying to 
combat rising crime 
rates. 

fight, battle, 
counter 

surrender, avoid 
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comely Adjective Pleasing in 
appearance 

              She was known for 
her comely 
appearance. 

attractive, 
pleasing, pretty 

ugly, unattractive 

commemorate Verb To recall and show 
respect for 
someone or 
something 

                     A statue was built to 
commemorate the 
event. 

honor, celebrate, 
memorialize 

forget, ignore 

commence Verb To begin or start                   The meeting will 
commence at 10 a.m. 

begin, start, 
initiate 

end, finish 

commensurable Adjective Able to be 
measured by the 
same standard 

                       Their skills were 
commensurable in 
quality. 

comparable, 
measurable, 
equivalent 

incommensurable 

commensurate Adjective Corresponding in 
size or degree 

                 The salary was 
commensurate with 
his experience. 

proportionate, 
corresponding, 
equal 

disproportionate 

compact Adjective Closely packed 
together; dense 

               They signed a 
compact to work 
together. 

dense, concise, 
tight 

loose, scattered 

Compassion Noun Sympathetic pity 
and concern for 
others 

            Compassion is 
essential in 
healthcare. 

sympathy, 
empathy, 
kindness 

indifference, 
apathy 

compatible Adjective Able to exist or 
work together 
without conflict 

         Their personalities 
are very compatible. 

suitable, 
harmonious, 
agreeable 

incompatible, 
unsuitable 

COMMOTION Noun A state of confused 
and noisy 
disturbance 

                There was a 
commotion in the 
hallway. 

uproar, 
disturbance, 
turmoil 

calm, peace 

COMPASSIONATE Adjective Showing or feeling 
sympathy and 
concern for others 

               He was 
compassionate 
towards the stray 
animals. 

caring, 
sympathetic, 
kindhearted 

cold, unfeeling 

COMPENSATE Verb To give something, 
typically money, in 

         ನ       The company will 
compensate for the 

reimburse, repay, 
reward 

penalize 
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recognition of loss 
or suffering 

         damages. 

compile Verb To collect and 
assemble 
information 

                  They compile the 
data for analysis. 

gather, collect, 
assemble 

disperse, 
separate 

COMPLACENT Adjective Showing smug or 
uncritical 
satisfaction with 
oneself 

                  He was complacent 
despite the looming 
deadlines. 

self-satisfied, 
smug, content 

dissatisfied, 
concerned 

comply Verb To act in accordance 
with a wish or 
command 

          ನ      She decided to 
comply with the 
rules. 

obey, follow, 
adhere 

disobey, resist 

composure Noun The state of being 
calm and in control 
of oneself 

          He maintained his 
composure during the 
crisis. 

calm, poise, self-
control 

agitation, 
discomposure 

comprehend Verb To grasp mentally; 
understand 

                     She could easily 
comprehend the 
lesson. 

understand, 
grasp, perceive 

misunderstand 

CONCEAL Verb To hide or keep 
secret 

          ಮ       He tried to conceal 
his disappointment. 

hide, cover, mask reveal, expose 

concede Verb To admit as true or 
valid after first 
denying 

       వ           She finally conceded 
to his viewpoint. 

admit, 
acknowledge, 
yield 

deny, dispute 

concise Adjective Giving a lot of 
information in a few 
words 

               The manual was 
concise and easy to 
read. 

brief, succinct, to 
the point 

lengthy, verbose 

conceive Verb To form or devise in 
the mind 

                He could not conceive 
of a life without 
music. 

imagine, envision, 
devise 

neglect 

concord Noun Agreement or 
harmony 

        ಮ   They lived in concord 
with one another. 

agreement, 
harmony, accord 

discord, conflict 

CONCURRENCE Noun The simultaneous 
occurrence of 

                There was a general 
concurrence on the 

agreement, 
consensus, 

disagreement, 
opposition 
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events plan. approval 

condemn Verb To express 
complete 
disapproval of 

 వ             
          

        The leader 
condemned the 
violent attacks. 

denounce, 
criticize, 
disapprove 

approve, praise 

CONDONE Verb To accept or allow 
behavior that is 
considered morally 
wrong 

            She did not condone 
his bad behavior. 

forgive, overlook, 
pardon 

condemn, punish 

conducive Adjective Making a certain 
outcome likely or 
possible 

              The quiet room was 
conducive to study. 

helpful, 
beneficial, 
favorable 

harmful, 
obstructive 

confer Verb To grant or bestow                     They conferred a 
degree upon her. 

grant, bestow, 
consult 

withhold 

confess Verb To admit to 
something 

                     He confessed to the 
crime. 

admit, declare, 
acknowledge 

deny 

confine Verb To keep within 
limits 

                She was confined to 
her room for rest. 

restrict, limit, 
imprison 

release, free 

confiscate Verb To take away 
property as a 
penalty 

                        The items were 
confiscated at the 
border. 

seize, impound, 
appropriate 

return 

confront Verb To face up to and 
deal with a problem 

              ಮ               He had to confront 
his fears to progress. 

face, encounter, 
challenge 

avoid 

conglomeration Noun A collection or 
mixture of different 
things 

           ಮ   The city is a 
conglomeration of 
cultures. 

mixture, 
collection, 
aggregation 

separation 

CONFIDENTIAL Adjective Intended to be kept 
secret 

               The information is 
confidential. 

private, secret, 
classified 

public 

CONGREGATION Noun A gathering of 
people 

    ಮ   The congregation 
gathered for the 
service. 

gathering, 
assembly, group 

division 

CONJECTURE Noun An opinion or 
conclusion based on 
incomplete 

ఊ   ನ  ನ Her statement was 
based on conjecture. 

guess, 
hypothesis, 
assumption 

fact, certainty 
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information 

CONJURER Noun A person who 
practices magic 

                 The conjurer 
performed amazing 
tricks. 

magician, 
illusionist, 
sorcerer 

amateur 

conquer Verb To defeat or take 
control of 

           ನ       They set out to 
conquer new lands. 

defeat, vanquish, 
subdue 

surrender 

CONSCRIPT Verb To enlist someone 
compulsorily 

                          
       

He was conscripted 
into the army. 

draft, enlist, 
recruit 

volunteer 

consent Noun Permission for 
something to 
happen 

          ಮ   They gave their 
consent for the event. 

agreement, 
permission, 
approval 

refusal 

CONSENSUS Noun General agreement                 There was a 
consensus on the 
proposal. 

agreement, 
harmony, unity 

disagreement 

conservative Adjective Holding traditional 
values 

             
       

           He is known for his 
conservative views. 

traditional, 
cautious, 
conventional 

radical 

conserve Verb To protect from 
harm or destruction 

           They work to 
conserve wildlife. 

preserve, save, 
maintain 

waste 

CONSIDERATE Adjective Careful not to harm 
or inconvenience 
others 

            He was considerate 
towards his elders. 

thoughtful, 
mindful, kind 

inconsiderate 

CONSIGNEE Noun A person to whom 
goods are consigned 

                  The consignee 
received the package. 

receiver, recipient sender 

console Verb To comfort in a time 
of grief or 
disappointment 

                ನ      She tried to console 
her grieving friend. 

comfort, support, 
solace 

upset 

CONSORT Verb To associate or keep 
company with 

               

           

He often consorted 
with influential 
people. 

associate, 
partner, mingle 

avoid 

consortium Noun An association, 
typically of several 

       ಘ A consortium was 
formed to fund the 

association, 
partnership, 

division 
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businesses project. alliance 

conspicuous Adjective Clearly visible              Her red dress was 
conspicuous in the 
crowd. 

obvious, 
noticeable, visible 

inconspicuous 

conspire Verb To plan secretly to 
commit an unlawful 
act 

                        They conspired to 
change the decision. 

plot, scheme, 
collude 

disagree 

constrain Verb To compel or force                      Her injury 
constrained her 
movement. 

restrain, restrict, 
compel 

free 

CONSTRAINT Noun A limitation or 
restriction 

              They faced many 
constraints in 
planning. 

limitation, 
restriction, 
control 

freedom 

contaminate Verb To make impure by 
exposure to 
pollution 

                    The water was 
contaminated by 
waste. 

pollute, taint, 
defile 

purify 

CONTEMPLATE Verb To think deeply 
about something 

              He sat in silence to 
contemplate life. 

ponder, consider, 
reflect 

ignore 

contempt Noun A feeling of 
disrespect or 
disdain 

    వ               ನ She looked at him 
with contempt. 

disrespect, scorn, 
disdain 

respect 

contend Verb To struggle to 
surmount 

                 They had to contend 
with many obstacles. 

struggle, 
compete, argue 

agree 

contented Adjective Feeling or showing 
satisfaction 

               He was contented 
with his 
achievements. 

satisfied, pleased, 
happy 

discontented 

contingent Adjective Dependent on 
certain conditions 

       ನ      Their offer is 
contingent on 
approval. 

dependent, 
conditional, 
possible 

independent 

CONTRABAND Noun Goods that are 
forbidden by law to 
be imported or 
exported 

                 ಮ    
        

The contraband was 
seized at customs. 

smuggled, 
prohibited, illicit 

legal 
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contradict Verb To deny the truth of                 His actions 
contradicted his 
words. 

deny, oppose, 
refute 

agree 

contrary Adjective Opposite in nature 
or character 

                  Her ideas are 
contrary to popular 
belief. 

opposite, 
contradictory, 
conflicting 

similar 

controversy Noun Disagreement or 
debate 

            The policy sparked a 
major controversy. 

dispute, debate, 
argument 

agreement 

CONTROVERT Verb To argue against                   They controverted 
the conclusions 
made. 

dispute, 
challenge, 
contradict 

agree 

CONVALESCENCE Noun Time spent 
recovering from 
illness 

          ನ        He spent weeks in 
convalescence. 

recovery, 
recuperation, 
improvement 

deterioration 

convey Verb To communicate or 
make known 

                 She tried to convey 
her emotions. 

communicate, 
transfer, express 

withhold 

CONVICT Verb To declare someone 
guilty of a crime 

                  The jury convicted 
him of theft. 

find guilty, 
condemn, 
sentence 

acquit 

CORDIAL Adjective Warm and friendly                  They shared a cordial 
relationship. 

friendly, warm, 
genial 

hostile 

corrigendum Noun An error to be 
corrected 

              The corrigendum 
corrected the error. 

correction, 
amendment, 
emendation 

error 

COUNTERFEIT Adjective Made in exact 
imitation of 
something valuable 
with intent to 
deceive 

     ನ    The money was found 
to be counterfeit. 

fake, forged, 
imitation 

authentic 

courteous Adjective Polite and 
respectful 

         ನಮ  He was courteous to 
all guests. 

polite, respectful, 
gracious 

rude 

COVENANT Noun A formal agreement              They signed a 
covenant to 

agreement, 
contract, pact 

disagreement 
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collaborate. 

CRAFTY Adjective Skilled at achieving 
one's ends by deceit 
or evasion 

              She is known for her 
crafty tactics. 

cunning, sly, 
shrewd 

naive 

CRAWL Verb To move slowly on 
hands and knees 

                The baby began to 
crawl around the 
room. 

creep, inch, move 
slowly 

run 

CREDIBLE Adjective Believable; 
convincing 

           ನ      His story seemed 
credible. 

believable, 
plausible, reliable 

implausible 

CREDULOUS Adjective Having a tendency 
to believe things too 
easily 

                     The credulous boy 
believed every tale. 

gullible, naive, 
trusting 

skeptical 

cripple Verb To cause severe and 
disabling damage 

               The injury crippled his 
ability to walk. 

disable, impair, 
weaken 

heal 

CRUDE Adjective In a natural or raw 
state 

     ಮ   They made a crude 
shelter out of 
branches. 

raw, unrefined, 
primitive 

refined 

CRUSADE Noun A vigorous 
campaign for social 
or political change 

               ಮ    She led a crusade 
against injustice. 

campaign, 
movement, drive 

retreat 

CULMINATION Noun The highest point of 
something 

 వ          The ceremony was 
the culmination of 
years of effort. 

peak, climax, 
conclusion 

beginning 

culpable Adjective Deserving blame                       He was found 
culpable for the error. 

guilty, 
blameworthy, 
responsible 

innocent 

culprit Noun A person 
responsible for a 
crime or other 
misdeed 

              

వ     
      The culprit was 

caught by the police. 
offender, 
wrongdoer, 
criminal 

victim 

cumulative Adjective Increasing or 
growing by 
accumulation 

                      The cumulative effect 
was significant. 

increasing, 
accumulative, 
additive 

decreasing 
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CUPIDITY Noun Greed for money or 
possessions 

              His actions were 
driven by cupidity. 

greed, avarice, 
covetousness 

generosity 

CURIOUS Adjective Eager to know or 
learn something 

                 She was curious 
about the new 
technology. 

inquisitive, 
interested, nosy 

indifferent 

 


